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OF 
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IT mnft be matter of grief and alarm to- every 
reflecting Patriot, to obferve what flight emotion 
the'queftion of an Union with Great Britain, has 
excited in the public mind.' Tho' fcveral, weeks 
have now elapfed fince this meafure was officially 
announced, and* tho' it be. known almoft to a cer- 
tainty; that nothing but the popular voice being 
againft it, can defeat its fucceivyet in no part 
of Ireland, Dublin excepted, have, the people 
declared' what is now their.opinion, and what in, 
future will be -their conduct, fhould it take. place. 
How is this apparent indifference, and cold apa- 
thy, upon afubje£ir which in its very- infancy is 
fo momentous, and will in its effects be fo dura- 
ble, to be accounted for ? In order to expofe the 
irreparable danger of fuch a conduct, and to point 
out with perfpicuity the tone and action which 
Ireland fhould now adopt, , it may be proper to en- 
quire from whence arifes herfilence and ferenity, ; 
at this eventful moment. - ■ ■'•.'_• 

In the year 1782; when a few patriotic- rnem^ 
bers in our Parliament, introduced the celebrated 
queftions of free trade, and free conftitution, the 
people flood not "idle fpedtators of their efforts, 
nor damped. their ardour by an bbtufe infenfibifity 
to the welfare of their country: — but on the con-- 
trary, a fpirit of national love, , animated every 
bofom, and dictated to every tongue, language 
becoming a people determined to be free 1 What 
was the confequence ? .Your virtuous minority) 
once feeble in point" of numbers, and almoft fhrink- 
ing from the tafk they 'had undertaken, foon fwel- 
led to a triumphant; and bold majority, which 
obliged the Minifter of the day, to ratify the in- 
dependence of your Legiflature, and the freedoms 
of your Commerce. Suppofe that on that me- 
morable occafion, inftead of reforting to the man- 
ly and conftitutional' meafuresto which you then 
reforted, you had, as nowj fat- quiet in- your" 
houfes, wailing over the public misfortunes, and 
bending to their influence,, without a ftruggle to 
counteract them ; would not the exertions bf your 
political friends have been overborne by your po- 
litical enemies? would not your commerce have 
continued to ianguiftvin its chains,. and your Par- 



liament . to- be a mere Regifter Office for thfe- 
Britifh Cabinet. From fuch difgrace arid calami- 
ty were you.refcued, by your exertions in 1 782. 

What did your exertions in 1785 do for you ? 
Under/ the artful pretext of extending, your trade, 
and eftablifhing upon a,-permanent, .fair, and en- 
larged bafis, the commerce of this country with 
Great Britain, certain Propofitions were intro- 
duced into your Houfe '■■ of Commons/ which 
. fhewed an exterior bothcaptivating and delufive^ 
_. but under which lurked certaimftipulations, which 
would have left your commerce at the mercy of the 
Parliament of England,, and would have ftolen 
from your Legiflature; its independent capacity, in 

- all. external concerns ; — What -followed ? The 
fame rheny whofe talents, and whofe virtues, fe- 
conded by your authority, had made you a free 
nation, fiepped forward with erithufiaftic ardor in 

,-;■ your caufe ; they detected the cheat, they expofed 
the friare which was fo artfully laid for your com* 
rrierce and liberty ; the popular fpirit rofe at once', 
with a dignified majefty, and augmented ftrength; 
ft (denounced tiie me.-tfure— what' was the con- 
fequence ? The Minifter trembled ? — abandoned 
this favourite object of his heart — and. you conti- 
nued free. - So much for- popular, . conftit,u- 
tional efforts. You all know what they have 
done for you. I believe there is hardly a man in 
the nation, who is not in the actual enjoyment of 
fofne benefit, which can be - traced back to this 
fource. . The manufacturer, by the markets it 
has opened for him — the hufoandman, by the high 
price for the products of the -earth-^-and the land- 
lord, by the augmentation of his rents. Multifa- 
rious and important, . indeed,' are the rewards 
which you have already received, and Which, if 
this Union, deadly to your prpfperity, does not 
come to pafs, you muft continue to receive, for 
having appeared,. -at thofe-interefting epochs, the 
a£Hve and dauntlefs champions of your country. 
With thefe facts impreffed upon your memory, 

- with the,fruits-«f yourtoil in your very r hands, it 
cannot but bem atter ofaftoriifhment, to a calm ob- 
ferver, that* you could hear without loud indignation,, 
that fhortly an attempt is to be made, not merelyto 
reduce your Parliament to the imperfect and impo- 
tent- frate in" which it was antecedent to 82;* not 
merely to curtail it of part of its independence, as 
was attempted in 85, but actually to annihilate it 
entirely, and to put commerce, treafure, liberty, 
every thing, for ever, into the cuftody of that 
nafion, which fo long- held you in bondage, and 
of that very Minifter, who fo recently endeavour- 
ed furreptioufly to deprive you of both trade and 
freedom.. To "what,.! ,afk again, am. I to attri-- 
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bute this drowfy "Silence- — this national torpor, at 
an hour fo eventful, and when, to the plaineft 
understanding, it muft be evident, that the ho- 
nor, the intereft, and the liberty of this ifland, 
materially depend upon the people/osf all. descrip- 
tions Speaking decisively again/* the adoption of 
the Union ? Shall I afcribe it to a defect of na- 
tional virtue~to a irftiefs attachmenttothe catrie 
of Hberty — to a ftupid ignorance of their own in- 
terefts — or te the criminal hope, that the difaf- 
trous effects of this iheafure> will touch with but a 
feeble band, the people of the pr«fent day, and 
that it will be only on their' children and their fuc- 
ceffors, that its calamities will operate ?— No ! — 
No. !— Away with fuch bafe and ignoble motives ! 
Every.poition of the hiflory of this country, bears 
ample teftimeny that her Sons were never actuated 
by Sentiments fo unbecoming the dignity of the 
human character. To motives lefs culpable in 
their eflence, but which will not be lefs fatal in 
their confequence, are to be afcribed the caufe 
that the popular understanding continues, as it 
were, at reft,, and the people dumb. The inter- 
nal calamities which fo lately convulfed this coun- 
try, have, left behind them, in the breaft ef mul- 
titudes of thefmcereft lovers of freedom .and the 
conftitution, ; a panic and *n alperity towards the 
authors of thefe troubles, which monopolize all 
the anxtetjes andfeelingsof the mind, and make 
them liften with calmnefs, perhaps with pleaforej 
to the propofrtion of an Union, which they are, 
with more art than truth, told, will put an end 
to. thefe. domeftic distractions, and leave the king- 
dom in a ftate of happy quiefcence. If thefe who 
are deluded by this argument, wilj, but for a mo- 
ment, impartially examine it, and aft themfelves, 
how will it have fuch an effect ? its artificial 
Strength will inftantly vanish, and its fallacy be 
apparent. The Union can calm the difquiet of 
perturbed fpirits only, by gratifying their wishes, 
and removing thofecaufes which make them dis- 
contented and turbulent: Now the people of this 
description, are generally considered as Catholics, 
Reformers, and Republicans: Now how would 
an Union gratify and appeafe any, or all of thefe? 
The Catholic wifhes to be allowed to fit in Parlia- 
ment, and to have all the offices and the digni- 
ties of the ftate laid open to him ; his-cxcluSibn 
from thefe, is the parent ef his difcor.tent ; and is 
itreafonable tofuppofe, that by taking away the 
Parliament entirely, by depriving all public filia- 
tions of their ancient luftre, and making them 
contemptible, and then giving him a {hare of this 
*efufe,, .that his ambition, or his pride, -would- be 
gratified, and that he, who is now fo ardent and 
reftlefs to become a perfect member of a perfect 
ftate,,after an Union would be fatisfied with any 
/Share, however ample, of places and honours, thus 
mutilated, and thus debafed-; and in a country 
thus dripped of its imperial ftate, and thus pro- 
vincialized. The Catholics themfelves will tell 
you it will not, and that they will never fell their 



country, for any partial privileges t hat may be 
offered to them in return. 

As to the Reformer, how is he to be fodt'hed 
and Silenced by this Union ? Tho' he is ready to 
confefs that numerous and important are the bene- 
fits conferred on the nation-by the wiflfom of the 
Parliament, and that our ifland has rrfen of late 
to a degree of unexpected profperity, yet he flirt 
thinks, that the Parliament has not beeri as faith- 
ful to its truft, as it mould have been, and that 
th6 way to render it more obedient to thewiib.es of 
the people is, by reforming the representation. 
To obtain this reform, he has been impatient and 
afliduous for yean, anil the defeat of his wifhes, 
has been the caufe of his complaints, and his ir- 
ritation. Ancrwhat remedy is propofed to lull 
him for the future in content, and tcwaife new 
affections; in his heart, for the conftitution and the 
country ? Will it be credited, that to effect this, 
the fii ft is to be deftroyed, in Mo, and the latter 
made not -worth Jiving in ? Is there any one fo 
weakj'ior-focredulousj as Sbbetfy to think that the 
man who is 1 discontented withthe Parliament in its 
prefent Shape, will be fatisfied, when there is none 
at all ?— -that he who is indignant becaufe a por- 
tion ftf our representatives is more under the con- 
trol of the Minifter, than theirConftituents, will 
be calmed, when he fees that all the reprefenta- 
tives will be out of the reach of the authority of 
th£ people, and entirety within the dominion of 
the crown ; that Satisfaction will refult from ma- 
king that which is now bad, much worfe,^nd remo- 
ving for ever the poflibility of amendment r Thefe 
obfervations would appear nugatory and childiSh, 
■but that there aretperfons who vainly imagine, that 
the reformer, would ceafe ,to murmur, when the 
■ conftitution would ceafe to ex i ft. 

I Shall next notice the republican.party ;~among 
thefe there arc certainly many whom it would be 
Vain to attempt to win back to the -Government, 
by any amelioration of the constitution — but I be- 
lieve there are multitudes -of that description, who 
were alienated from our laws, by feeing them 
abufed with impunity, and by an abfolute defpond- 
ence, that any appeal to the legislature would 
produce a falutary change, and who, after expe- 
riencing the futility of endeavouring to reform by 
foFce, wouldbeglad to return to rhebofom of the 
■conftitution, and unite in temperate' efforts for its 
improvement. If a Union Should take place, 
what would become of thefe men ? Would they 
=not, with equal activity, but with more caution, 
propagate and mature the feeds of civil difcord 
and revolt, and might they not gain from among 
the beft friends of the monarchy, fuch advocates 
rand coadjutors, as would make them" now asibrmi- 
dable in talent, as they were before in numbers ? 
This is but a reafonable Supposition; — And how, 
then, is tranquillity to be produced by a mtafure 
which will excite additional inflammation, in 
thofe already irritated,, is Solicited by no defcrip- 
tion of the people, and which will reduce Ireland to 
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a (late more wretched than antecendent to her li-. 
beration by. the volunteers. . Contemplating all 
this, I cannot fee in this Union any thing but the . 
rudiments of a difcord and convulfion that may 
one, day feparatc thefe kingdoms, and which, as 
a friend to the connection, I moil: fincerely depre- 
cate. ■ , ' J 

When I look to Scotland, and find that the 
Union there, fo far from producing public tran- 
quillity,- excited difcontents, which repeatedly 
broke out in acts of outrage, and that, fince the 
EEra of the Union, that country has been vifited 
by two Rebellions, and 'that, in the manifefto 
publifhed by the Lords and Gentry engaged in 
the firft rebellion, the Union is ftated as a .princi- 
pal caufe. I, therefore, exhort all thofe who 
have no other reafon for being ' friendly to this 
meafure than that "it will bring back halcyon. days 
to diftra&ed Ireland, to diimifs fuch a delufive 
hope from their minds, and not to accumulate our 
misfortunes by countenancing an Union. 

There are others who feem to be withheld from 
publicly expreffing their oppofition to this- mea- ' 
fure by conceiving it to be above the reach of 
their capacities. Upon no occafion could the 
plea of ignorance and' incapacity be more inad- 
mifllBle than on this ; beca-ufe, though there are' 
many who may, not be able to penetrate into the 
remote confluences of this meafure, or, even 
fee-all its immediate evils; yet, there are certain 
confequchces to follow inflantly from it, fo fatal 
and_fo obvious, fo irreparable arid fo deadly to , 
our intereft, that the /hallowed understanding 
rauft fee them, and its moft .ftrenuous advocate 
confefs them; Fiift, the downfall of our capital ; - 
and.; in this we are hot merely to calculate the 
ruin of the arts arid fciences there colIec~ted-r-her ■ 
univerfity, her magnificent buildings, and that 
general . fplendor which . is already beginning to 
rival the metropolis of our jealous fifter. Bat, 
we. are principally to look to the grofs injuftice 
which would thus be inflicted on thoufands of in- 
nocent citizens, who, by their property being 
annihilated, would, from a ftate of eafe or opu- 
lence, be reduced to the moft afflictive diftrefs. 
And, affo, to the lofs of that Capacious market, 
where purchafers are to be found for almoft every 
thing vendible, which the induftry of man in the 
remoteft corner of the ifland can produce. Se- 
condly^ the great eflux of abfentees, with tbeir- 
wealtb, their manners, their learning, and their 
Jove for poor Ireland. Thirdly, the lofs qf our 
Parliament, which, though not' .as virttious as it 
ought, to be, has done much, for this kingdom, 
and muft always he more felicitous for our wel- 
fare than the' Legislature of a foreign country. 
Fourt.v.y, committing the cuftody of our purfe, 
our trade, and-our liberty to the guardianfhip. of a 
country, which abufed this very tfuft before, 
when in her hands; and to be freed from whofe 
influence we once regarded as the moft fortunate 
event in the annals of pur hiftory. I might go 



on enumerating further inftauces, but, I thall con- 
tent myfelf with adding one more. Fifthly, our 
having fuch a paucity of Lords and Commons' in 
the Brilifh Parliament as would rentier them ut- 
terly incapable of ever doing •juftice to'their own 
country -when the intereft of England was in 
queftion. Suppofe, therefore, that, in- cafe of 
an~- Union, fome commercial favors were to be 
conceded to us, how could they counterbalance 
the furrender of fuch national advantages, of 
every thing which can enrich and exalt a na- 
tion ? Though we are thus, in cafe of an 
Union, to abdicate our independence — to renounce 
our right to legiflate for ourfelveS — to adopt a fy'f- 
tem, under which, Scotland ftarves ; and to 
abandon a fyftem, under which, Ireland flouriih- 
es ; yet, there are fome perfons who feem infen- 
fible to thefe calamities ; and, though aftute and 
vociferous in matters lefs intelligible and im- 
portant, appear unable to fee and to feel, with 
common fenfe on this fubject., If they fuffer the 
moment of instruction ' and action to pafs unpro- 
fitably . by, let them remember , that it -can. 
never return. 

It is aflerted, that Cork, and the towns on the 
weftern coaft will not merely give this meafure a 
filent fan&ion, but will be active in its favor, and 
for this reafon, that they will be materially ferved 
by it. In anfwer to. this I muft obferve, that fuch 
might be the cafe, fituated conveniently as they 
arc for the American and Weft Indian trade ? if 
the liberty of directly impofting into Ireland the 
returns- of the cargoes exported frem hence to 
America and the Weft Indies was to be acquired 
by an Union; but as they . poffefs that pri- 
vilege at this moment, they may now derive from 
it every benefit which the phyfical felicity of their 
fituation for fuch a trade may give them. If thefe 
places then can derive any immediate benefit from 
an Union, it muft he by facrifices made of Eng- 
lifh commerce to their fervice. Suppofe that im- 
probable event to take place, how would they be 
.Secured to them, eithej by the terms of the Union, 
or by the Englifh merchants regarding the profpe~- 
rtty- of thefe towns with as friendly an inclination 
as the profperity of their own, and, therefore,, 
not/entertaining any jealoufy at their commercial 
acquifitions. As to the act of the Union being 
their fecurity, let its violation in the cafe of Scot- 
land, in- the inftance of. the malt tax, warn, them 
not*' to be too confident on that-head; and as to 
the difinterefted fpirit of the Britifh - merchant 
being their -fecurity, Jet; the fate of the tobacco 
trade at Gtafgow warn them .-not to he too confi- 
dent on that head. But Should the people in 
the fduth and. weft of Ireland, in ord«r to ad- 
vance their own narrow interefts, agree to a mea- 
fure, which would ruin the trade" of Dublin, and 
impoverish almoft the whole of the kingdom, 
would not their' own conduct, to a demonstration, 
prove how little they ought to rely upon the 
juft and generous difpofition pf the Englifli mer- 
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chant towards them — for if they could be fofel- 
fifh and cramp-minded as tp defolate and deilroy 
their own capital in order to derive from the 
■wreck a commercial afcendancy, could they hope 
mo re generous feelings in the traders of . tendon, 
or Liverpool, or Briftol, towards themfelvesr 
Certainly not. They may be affured whenever theic 
trade mould become formidable, or come m com- 
petitition with that of Britifh merchants, it 
would be, made to , bend and flirink to.it : and 
where could they find pedrefs? Is it from their, 
own reprefentatives in the Englifh Parliament, 
where they would be found impotent in 
point of numbers* impotent in point of dig- 
nity, with the Britifh nation to oppofe their 
claims, and without the Irifh nation 'to fup- 
port them. Indeed I cannot look upon this 
report of the friendly diipofition of Cork and the 
"VYeftern diftri£b towards this meafure in any 
ether point of view than as a grofs libel oi> the 
inhabitants of thefe, places, and as a bafe artifice, 
adopted to induce the Minifteuo perfeyere in this, 
meafure. I cannot bring my mind to believe, 
that -any men who intend to Ttnake Ireland their 
rcfidence, can be fo bafe and To abandoned,: fo 
deftitute. of fhame and fo indifferent to the opi- 
nion ■ of their fellow-eitaen^ to the honor of 
then- cowwy and their own, as to fell,, fofr any 
peculiar, and perfonal advantages,, all that, as 
members of an exalted community, we ought to 
eflimate and grafp with a tenderneft as flncere 
and affectionate as a, parent would his jchUd.. If 
the people of Cork and the Weft feel, as I be r 
heve they do feel, with a noble arid clifihterefted 
fpirit on this fubjeQ — if their patriofifra be 
not confined within the narrow fphere of 
their own coafts, but is as wide as their ifland, L 
hope they will come forward, and by an unequi- 
vocal declaration againfl an Union, remove the 
ilander which has. been call ort their character, 
and reprefs thofe hopes which their fuppofed pa- 
tronage of the meafure have excited. 

I have now ftated the reafons which occurred 
to me as thofe which have retrained the public 
fentimentfrom burfting out on the firft notifica- 
tion of this meafure, and the danger of any 
longer continuing filent : I fhall, therefore,, con- 
plude, after making fome general obfervations on 
the fubje£r. If the people continue pertinaciously 
filent, it.:w.ill be copftdered by the Minifter as an 
affentto the meafure, and will, in truth, amount 
to an unanfwerabie argument in its favor. Should 
he be induced by this tacit approbation to intro- 



duce the Union into Parliament, and thus leavw 
no doubt of his intention to deprive us of our 
conftitution, reft affured, that all your declama- 
tion afterwards will come with inefficacy, becaufe 
it. will then be peculiarly his intereft to compkat 
the work of your fubjugation, that your Legifta- 
turemay not afterwards have it in. its power to 
proclaim the foul a& to the world,,and to feenre its 
future exiftence, by placing it more out of the in- 
fluence of the court. 

Before you had a- conftitution that was worth 
that appellation, and when you were only fpecu- 
lating on the propable good effects that you might 
derive from poffeffing one, you aflemhledinyour re- 
fpe&ive counties, and declared your determination 
no longer to fubmit to a nominal freedom, and to 
the afitual miferies of a flate of flavery. This 
fentiment refounded through your country; it gave 
vigor to the down-caft virtue of your independent 
reprefentatives. They called for your emanci- 
pation in the dictatorial language of a patriotic 
people, and they obtained it. And fbajlyou now, 
when it is not neceffary to calculate on doubtful 
confequences in order to give energy, to your fouls 
and; fluency to your tongues,— when the confe- 
quei« evils of a Union are as glaring a« the Sun 
at noon day ; and the exiftence. of, the benefits of 
Our prefent fyftem a.re to be feen wherever we 
turutpur ey^s.or jSx.our thoughts? Shall we, un- 
der .fuch circumftapces, continue mute fpe<3ators 
of the occurrence of a meafure which blafts all the 
hopesj of our country for ever, and operate upon 
her conftitution with the fame, .obliviating influ- 
ence as the grave operates on Ourfplves \ If fuch 
fhall be your«ondu& if you will allow the Minif- 
ter to-ftrip you of all your political advantages, 
and make no effort, nor exprefs any concern on 
the occafion, be affured, he will avail himfelf of 
your meeknefs and taciturnity, and .not only 
unite thefe kingdoms as he threatens; but unite 
them in the very beft way poflible for England, 
and the very word way poflible for Ireland. But 
if 3 on the other hand, you exert yourfelves as 
becomes men,, as becomes freemen, to baffle its 
fuccefs, though your exertions fhould prove inef- 
fectual, you will ftill have, the confolation of 
having difcharged your duty,, and the furrounding 
nations that will be witneffes of your condu£t 
may lament your fate,- but cannot defpife your 
name-H-and though you will be doomed to bear a 
burtheri on your back, you will be free from any 
grace on your brow.. 

A.. 
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